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EU Chemicals Regulation EC 1907/2006 REACH  
Declaration of conformity  
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
Lead was added to the REACH Candidate List on 27 June 2018. Article 33 of the REACH 
Regulation obliges us to notify you if we supply connecting elements with a lead content of more 
than 0.1 percent by weight.  
 
Solid lead metal, e.g. as a component in the metallic alloy of a semi-finished product, is deemed 
to be toxic to reproduction if the concentration limit of 0.3% percent by weight is exceeded. The 
classification of lead as toxic to reproduction does not mean that an immediate danger results 
from materials containing lead.  
 
The potentially toxic properties of lead as a chemical element have also been known for years 
and are taken into account correspondingly, including in special health and safety at work 
legislation. The information obligation by REACH is therefore based on new scientific findings. 
The fact that lead has been added to the REACH Candidate List by the European Chemicals 
Agency is crucial. The aim of the inclusion is, amongst other things, to collect more information 
on the metal, e.g. concerning the amount of the metal used in the EU. If new findings are 
collected, the use of lead could become subject to approval.  
We estimate that we will be unable to make a statement before June 2020 about whether there 
will be further restrictions on alloys containing lead in the future, e.g. certifications for certain 
purposes.  
 
There will be a transitional phase until 2024 in the event that lead nevertheless becomes 
relevant to certification. However, we can assume that corresponding exceptions will be granted 
as replacing alloys containing lead is only possible to a limited extent with current technological 
procedures.  
 
We will be keeping an eye on the further development of the directive and will take into account 
the required specifications in our products.  
 
The European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) has included four further chemicals in the Candidate 
List of substances of very high concern (SVHC) according to Regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006 
concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH). 
The Candidate List has now been supplemented since 16 January 2020 with 205 substances 
that may be subject to approval. The identification of substances as SVHC and their inclusion in 
the Candidate List is the first step in the approval procedure.  
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The four new substances are: 

 
 
 
 
 

For producers and importers of products that are subject to a notification obligation for these 
substances according to Art. 7 paragraph 2 REACH, this notification obligation applies, since 1 
June 2011, six months after a substance has been included in the Candidate List (Art. 7 
paragraph 7 REACH). Information concerning immediate obligations in conjunction with the 
substances added to the Candidate List can be found there.  
 
The final decision concerning whether a substance is included in the approval list and from what 
date the companies have to apply for an approval from the ECHA concerns the European 
Commission in conjunction with the member states and the European Parliament.  
 
At present, lead remains an important alloying element for aluminium or free-cutting steels and 
copper materials. Materials containing lead are long-established alloying systems, which offer a 
series of technological advantages, in particular increased leak tightness, improved electrical 
contacting, improved gliding and friction behaviour, increased corrosion resistance in various 
media, improved formability when cold and hot as well as increased machinability.  
 
Otto Roth GmbH & Co KG does not produce any substances subject to certification, neither 
does the company use substances, mixtures or polymers subject to certification. Consequently, 
we ourselves, as suppliers or retailers, as well as associated products (screws, nuts, small 
parts, turned and milled parts) delivered to you are not affected by mandatory certification.  
 
According to Reach Directive 1907/2006 EC Otto Roth GmbH & Co KG is considered a 
downstream user.  
 
As specified by the European Automotive Industry Association, we will instruct our suppliers 
within the context of Reach to pre-certify their substances or complete certification as per Reach 
specifications, providing the substances form part of the products supplied to you.  
 

If your drawing/order documents feature material containing “Pb”, we hereby notify you as per 

Article 33 Reach that the substance “lead” is contained in the material in quantities > 0.1% 
(addition by supplier).  

 

Substance name  
 

EC no.  CAS no.  
. name  
 

Date added  
. name  
 

Reason for addition  
. name  
 

Decision  
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Lead (Pb) CAS: 7439-92-1 EINECS: 231-100-4  
 
Occupational protection measures that are already in force today are applicable to processing 
steel containing lead.  
 
Otto Roth GmbH & Co KG is of the opinion that, thanks to the improved metal cutting 
properties, the use of lead as an alloy in steel is a tried-and-tested method bringing about 
significant energy-related and economic benefits compared with other alloys and production 
methods.  
 
As a rule, our customers are responsible for selecting and using the materials. You must also 
take into account potential usage restrictions. If required, we can send you the corresponding 
information sheet for products relating to a defined alloy.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any more questions about “Reach” as per the 

Automotive Industry Guideline (AIG). 

 

Otto Roth GmbH & Co KG 

 

 

 

 

i.V. Giovanni Crisafulli  

Head of Quality Assurance 

 

 

Stuttgart, 27/01/2020                   
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Leaflet  
 
 
EU Chemicals Regulation EC 1907/2006 REACH:  
Obligations for connecting elements  
 
New chemical legislation came into force on 1 June 2007 with the REACH Regulation. The 
REACH Regulation distinguishes between substances, preparations and products, whose 
handling is subject to different obligations.  
 
According to Art. 3 of the REACH Regulation, connecting elements are so-called products. 
Products are items whose function is not determined by their chemical effect (e.g. by the metal 
components in the alloy), but rather by their external shape.  
 
 
Registration and notification duties to the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
Products are subject to registration according to Art. 7 paragraph 1 of the REACH Regulation if 
they contain substances in a quantity of more than 1 ton per year and per manufacturer or 
importer which are supposed to be released in accordance with the intended use. This is 
generally not the case for connecting elements.  
 
Even connecting elements containing a so-called sacrificial protective layer, i.e. a coating which 
is sacrificed in order to protect the component, do not fall under the registration duty. This is 
because the protective layer as such is not released, but rather only certain reaction products. 
In this respect, the exemption regulation of Art. 2 paragraph 7 (b) of the REACH Regulation is 
relevant in conjunction with Annex V No. 3 of the REACH Regulation. Accordingly, substances, 
which result from a chemical reaction, occurring with the end use of other substances, 
preparations or products, and which are as such not manufactured, introduced or brought on 
the market, are exempt from the registration duty.  
 
Substances in products may be subject to notification according to Art. 7 paragraph 2 of the 
REACH Regulation. If a substance of very high concern (Art. 57) from the candidate list (Art. 59 
of the REACH Regulation) is contained in imported/manufactured products in a concentration of 
more than 0.1 percent by mass (w/w) and the total quantity of this substance (not of the 
products) is also more than one ton per importer/manufacturer and per year.  
 
However, this duty to notify should not generally come into effect for connecting elements since 
the mass proportion of the substances of very high concern should be significantly lower than 
0.1%. This must be controlled accordingly in the respective individual case.  
Chemical-technical products (e.g. aerosols, sealants, microencapsulated adhesives) are, in 
contrast, not products, but preparations. The contents of preparations are subject to registration. 
For imports from non-EU countries, there is therefore a duty to register for the importer 
according to Art. 6 of the REACH Regulation for the substances if they are imported in a 
quantity of at minimum one ton. If preparations are manufactured within the EU, the duty to 
register is incumbent upon the manufacturer.  
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Information duties within the supply chain  
When distributing products, information and disclosure duties must also be observed, where 
applicable, irrespective of their origin inside or outside the EU.  
For all products, which contain substances of high concern according to the candidate list with 
more than 0.1 percent by mass, there is an obligation according to Art. 33 to automatically 
inform within the supply chain regarding substances of very high concern according to the 
current candidate list. Accordingly, suppliers are obliged to provide to their customers with 
information which is available to suppliers and which is sufficient for the safe use of the product, 
but at minimum to indicate the name of the substance in question.  
 
Amongst others, the candidate list contains the substance “chromium trioxide” 
(chromium(VI)oxide or chromium trioxide). This substance is contained in yellow, black and 
olive chrome-plating and in zinc scale coating Dacromet, but with a proportion notably < 0.1 
percent by mass of the product. In this respect, there is no information duty within the supply 
chain.  
 
These must be distinguished from obligations under the RoHS Directive or the End-of-Life 
Vehicle Directive which provide certain limit values that must be maintained when putting them 
into service.  
 
A safety data sheet according to Art. 31 of the REACH Regulation or information according to 

Art. 32 of the Reach Regulation must be provided for the supply of substances or preparations 

only.                                                           

 


